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1.    The LCAC Election Committee shall be composed of five members appointed by the President, see LCAC Constitution Article IX Section 8. 
The members of the Election Committee shall elect the officers of their Committee or be appointed by the President of LCAC. 
The officers of the Election Committee will consist of a Chairperson, Co-Chairperson, and Secretary during the drafting of the Elections Rules and will be referred to as an Election Returning Officer and Election Tellers during the conducting of the election. They will perform all of the following duties: 

  

        Determine the number of members entitled to vote 
        Determine authenticity, validity, and effect of proxies, if any 

        Receive ballots 

        Hear and respond to challenges and questions arising out of, or in 

          connection with, the right to vote 

        Count and tabulate all votes 

        Determine when the polls will close 

        Determine the results of the election 

        Perform any acts as may be proper to conduct the election with fairness to all members 

2. Seats on LCAC Executive 
There will be 6 seats on LCAC Executive Committee, all of which must be filled at all times. ARTICLE VI, Sections 9, 10 & 11.
3. Candidates
Candidates shall meet the eligibility requirements set out in LCAC bylaws, ARTICLE VI, Section 2. 

Candidates may self-nominate or be petitioned at least two days before the voting period opens by communicating their information through the LCAC website or member emails. (Personal bio: name, contact number, statement of past contributions and what they hope to accomplish while a member of LCAC Executive Committee.) 
  

A minimum number of candidates are necessary. This will be the number of open seats + 2. 
If not enough candidates have signed up by the deadline, the election will be held back by one week for more candidates to be nominated. 
If there are still not enough candidates, the candidates who are present will be voted upon (or merely confirmed if there are less candidates than open seats.) 
If a candidate no longer wishes to be on LCAC Executive Committee, they have to withdraw their name from the list of nominations at least 24 hours before the voting period opens, to avoid having their name being added to the ballot. 
  

No member of the Election Committee is eligible for election for which he or she is commissioned to make the rules, or conduct the election, nor allowed to nominate any candidates by petition. 

4. Voters 
Any member of LCAC is eligible to vote in the LCAC elections.  Members of the Election Committee must vote first.
5. Voting System 
The voting model is simple majority.
The Election Returning Officer will issue all voting members with a ballot paper or ballot papers. The Election Returning Officer reserves the right to require LCAC members to show proof of identity prior to the issue of the ballot paper(s). Upon the issue of a set of ballot papers the LCAC member will sign off his/her name on the full list of voting members in good standing in the LCAC to ensure that only one set of ballot papers is issued to each voting member. The Election Returning Officer will record the number of ballot papers issued to members at the election.  
  

A voter receives a ballot listing all the candidates for each office. 

Each candidate can only run for one office. 

The voter checks off a box next to each candidate of their choice. 

Each voter can submit only one ballot, and all votes are final for the election. 
Members who hold a proxy vote or proxy votes(Article XII) from members who are unable to attend the ELECTION will in addition, receive one set of ballot papers for each proxy vote that they hold. 
Upon the issue of a set of ballot papers to the LCAC member holding the proxy vote, they will sign off their name against the name of the proxy voter on the full list of members in good standing in the LCAC Executive Committee elections. 
Ballot papers cannot be issued to proxy voters after the official commencement time of the ELECTION. 

The number of ballot papers issued to proxy voters at the time of the ELECTION will also be separately recorded by the Election Returning Officer. 

  

Neither the Election Returning Officer nor the Election Tellers, if they are members of the LCAC, will be entitled to hold a proxy vote or proxy votes from members who are unable to attend the ELECTION. 
  

Upon a verbal request, the Election Returning Officer will allow interested candidates to witness the issue of ballot papers to members. 
Candidates who are present at the time of issue of ballot papers to members should neither attempt to elicit support from members nor harass members nor in any other way interfere with the issue of ballot papers to members. 

If candidates interfere with the issue of the ballot papers then they will be asked to leave the ELECTION meeting by the Election Returning Officer and not to return until such time as all ballot papers have been issued. 

A ballot paper that has been spoiled in any way between the time that it was issued and the end of voting period for the office for which that ballot paper is to be used can be replaced by returning it to the Election Returning Officer. 
The spoiled ballot paper will be cancelled by the Election Returning Officer and a fresh ballot paper issued. 
Ballot papers will be collected by the Election Tellers at the end of each vote. 
Counting of the votes, by the Election Tellers, will take place at the end of the last ballot of an Officer of the LCAC.  

The Election Returning Officer and the Election Tellers shall open the ballot boxes and count the ballots. 

In instances where a member has only voted for three, two or one candidate for the position of Committee Member then these votes will be deemed to be valid.  

The Election Returning Officer shall rule on the validity of questionable ballots and mark invalid ballots with the reason for invalidation. 
Upon a verbal request, the Election Returning Officer will allow interested candidates to witness the counting of ballot papers. 
Candidates who are present at the time of the counting of ballot papers should not in any way interfere with the counting of the ballot papers. 
If candidates interfere with the counting of the ballot papers then they will be asked to leave the Election meeting by the Election Returning Officer and not to return until such time as the counting of all ballot papers has been completed. 
In the event that the difference in the number of votes cast between the first and second positions in the ballot for any office is less than or equal to 3, then the unsuccessful candidate can request a recount. 
The Election Returning Officer will oversee the recount and will retain discretionary powers to allow further recounts until he/she is assured of the outcome of the election. 
  

Declaration of the votes cast and the newly elected officers.   
  

The Election Returning Officer shall agree upon the total vote for each candidate and upon the order of finish and formally advise the meeting.   

In the event of a deadlock arising because of equality of votes as between any candidates, the Election Returning Officer shall determine which candidate is elected, by a separate run-off election on the same day and under the same rules. 
  

Notification or Results. 

  

The Election Returning Officer will formally advise the LCAC Board, in writing within 7 days of the election, 
a) the results of the election, 
b) the total number of ballot papers issued including the number of proxy voters, 
c) the total number of votes for a particular position and 
d) the total number of invalid votes recorded. 
  

The Election Returning Officer may retain the completed ballot papers for up to 7 days following the date of the election, whereupon the Officer will ensure that they are delivered to the LCAC Board Chair. 

6. Election Time Table:

 
Saturday, November 1             
Statement of Intent Form & Election Packet Available 
 
Saturday, November 8             
Submittal of Intent by candidates eligible to run for office. 
 
Saturday, November 15             Formal Campaigning Begins, 

7a.m.                                           Ballot posted on LCAC 2008 Election       

                                                  Website and e-mailed to members.
 
Friday, December 5             
Deadline to remove name from ballot. 

                                                    To remove your name from the ballot,                                  

                                                   please send e-mail to the Election 

                                                   Returning Officer        

                                                   (Quirmolue@verizon.net). Your name will 

                                                   be withdrawn from the ballot after you 

                                                   respond to the confirmation e-mail. 
 
Saturday, December 6             
ELECTION DAY 
(4 p.m. – 7 p.m.) 



VENUE:
 





Williams Memorial Church of God 
95 Bishop Williams Ct
Ansonia, CT 06401 
(203) 734-5349 
Saturday, December 6    
Informal Announcement of Elections Result

8 p.m.                                                     
 
Wednesday, December 8       
Deadline to file candidate grievances, 

7 p.m. 
 
Saturday, December 13         
Formal Announcement of Election Results, 

                                              
via available electronic means.
 
Saturday, December 20           
Completed ballot papers delivered to 

Board Chair

6. Notes

The candidates, by entering the elections, represent that they will abide by the Election Committee Rules for that election, that they are familiar with the current LCAC Constitution, and/or will obtain and read a copy thereof, available from the office of the current LCAC Secretary, and if requiring clarification, shall do so in writing to the Election Committee Rules Chair at least seven days prior to the start of the Election date. 

LCAC Special Election Commission
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